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IMPORTANCE OF EGG PRODUCTION. 


GG production doubtless is the leading branch of poultry keep- 

ing, and, in addition, is a very important agricultural activity. 
According to the last census the eggs produced in the United States 
in 1909 numbered more than 1,591,000,000 dozens, with a value of 
more than $306,000,000. Eggs, of course, are produced wherever 
chickens are kept, and by far the greater part of the egg crop comes 
from the general farm, yet large so-called egg farms have been de- 
veloped with the main purpose of producing eggs for market. The 
largest of these egg farms and the greater number of them are located 
near markets which pay a premium for white eggs; and for this 
reason, together with the fact that eggs are primarily desired, the 
-breeds kept are those known as the egg breeds, such as the Leghorn, 
Campine, Minorca, and Ancona. The Single Comb White Leghorn is 
undoubtedly the most popular and the most widely kept variety of 
the egg breeds. These breeds comprise the Mediterranean and Con- 
tinental classes, as given in the American Standard of Perfection. 
The egg breeds frequently are found on general farms also, particu- 
larly in those sections near markets preferring a white egg, and where 
considerable flocks of poultry are kept. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EGG BREEDS. 


These breeds are smaller than the general-purpose breeds, such as 
the Plymouth Rock, and for that reason they do not make a particu- 
larly desirable table fowl and are not in as good favor with the 
poultry packers as the larger general-purpose breeds. Surplus cock- 
erels, however, turned off as broilers when they weigh from three- 
quarters of a pound to a pound and a half, find a ready market. 

The egg breeds in general are characterized by their activity and 
sprightliness, and are of a much more nervous temperament than 
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the heavier breeds. It is necessary to work and move quietly among 
them to avoid frightening them. They are more difficult to keep in 
confinement, and where their quarters are fenced, 6 or 7 foot fences 
are used. Clipping the flight feathers of one wing will keep them 
from flying over the fence. They mature more quickly than the 
heavier breeds, but if hatched early, they often begin to lay so 
early in the fall that they go into a molt like the old hens. This of 
course checks their egg production. It is the custom of some egg 
farmers to hatch early chicks for the purpose of obtaining eggs dur- 
ing the fall, expecting these early birds to go into a molt and de- 
pending upon later hatches to supply eggs during the late fall and 
winter. ; 

Chickens of the egg breeds, because of their greater activity, are 
fine foragers, and when they have‘free range they will cover a very 


Fic. 2.—Single Comb Brown Leghorn, male. 
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Fic. 3.—Single Comb Brown Leghorn, female. 


Jarge area and pick up a considerable amount of feed. Fowls of 
these breeds do not have the same tendency to become overfat as 
fowls of larger breeds, and though they respond to careful feeding 
they are not so quick to feel the bad effects of overfeeding. Because 
of their smaller size they do not eat as much as fowls of the larger 


breeds. : 

All of the egg breeds are classed as nonsitters—t'iat is to say, they 
do not become broody and hatch their eggs. Occasional individuals 
will show broodiness, and will even bring off a hatch of chicks; but 
they are not dependable for this purpose. Where egg breeds are 
kept it is therefore necessary either to depend upon hatching with 
incubators and brooding with heated brooders or else to keep hens of 
a broody breed for the purpose of hatching and brooding the chicks. 

All of the egg breeds are clean legged or have shanks free from 
feathers and have white or creamy white ear lobes. They are close- 
feathered fowls, being tighter in this respect than the Plymouth 
Rocks, but not so tight as the Gamies. All of them also lay white 
eggs of good size, and as a class they are reputed to be excellent 
layers. 
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BREEDS AND VARIETIES. 


The Mediterranean class includes the following standard breeds 
end varieties: 
BREEDS. VARIETIES. BREEDS. VARIETIES. 
Leghorn Single Comb Brown. | Minorea Single Comb Black. 
Rose Comb Brown. Rose Comb Black. 
Single Comb White. Single Comb White. 
Rose Comb White. Rose Comb White. 
Single Comb Buff. Single Comb Buff. 
Rose Comb Buff. SpRWIED eo White Faced Black. 
Single Comb Black. Blue Andalusian. 
Silver. Ancona Single Comb. 
Red Pyle. Rose Comb. 


The Continental class includes the following standard breed and 


varieties. 
BREED. VARIETIES. 
Campine Silver. 
Golden. 


In describing these breeds and varieties it is the intention to give 
only a general statement of their appearance and characteristics. 
For a description sufficiently detailed to enable one to breed exhibi- 
tion specimens it will be necessary to refer to the American Standard 
of Perfection, a book published by the American Poultry Association, 
which is the guide by which all the poultry shows in the United 


States are judged. 
LEGHORN. 

The Leghorn for years has been a widely known breed in the 
United States. Leghorns were brought into this country from Italy. 
The first varieties imported were the Single Comb Brown and the 
Single Comb White. There is every indication that this breed 
originated in Italy, where fowls of a similar type have been kept 
for many years. The breed is noted for its alertness, its stylishness 
of carriage, and the graceful blending of its different sections. In 
general the breed may be described as a rather small, comparatively 
long-backed chicken, with moderately low-carried, well-furnished, 
and well-spread tail, and with a long, sweeping curve of neck, back, 
and tail. These birds have comparatively long shanks, are well up 
on legs, showing the hock and a part of the thigh. The body should 
be nicely curved throughout and the breast quite prominent. All 
the Leghorns have yellow skin and yellow shanks. 

All the varieties of Leghorns are identical in size and type, differ- 
ing only in kind of comb and in color. The single comb in the male 
should be of medium size and should stand erect, with five regular, 
deeply serrated points. The blade of the comb should extend straight 
out from the back of the head, and should not follow the curve of 
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Fic. 4.-—Single Comb White Leghorn, female. 


the neck or incline upward. In the female the front and the first 
point should stand erect, but the remainder of the comb droops to 
one side. The comb in both sexes should be free from wrinkles, 
thumb marks, or folds. In the rose-comb varieties the comb of the 
male should be of medium size and square in front, well filled and 
free from hollows, the spike well developed and extending straight 
back off the head, showing no tendency to follow the curve of the 
neck or to turn upward. The rose comb of the female ‘is small and 
neat, and in shape is like that of the male. 

The standard weights are: Cock, 53 pounds; hen, 4 pounds; cock- 
erel, 44 pounds; pullet, 3} pounds. 

The Single Comb Brown Leghorn (figs. 2 and 3) is one of the 
older varieties of this breed known in this country. In color the male 
has a dark-red head, a rich red hackle and saddle, the feathers of 
which are striped with a greenish-black stripe extending through the 
middle of each feather. The back is of the same shade of red as the 
hackle but is without the striping. The wing'bows are’a rich red, the 
fronts and coverts greenish black, which show as a distinct wing bar 
when the wing is folded. The primaries are black, with their lower 
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webs edged with brown. The secondaries also are black, the lower 
webs showing edges of brown. The tail, body, breast, fluff, and thighs 
are black. The shanks are yellow, while the toes may be yellow or a 
dusky yellow. The undercolor throughout is slate. 

In color the female has a golden yellow head which shows a tinge 
of dark brown. The hackle is golden yellow with a black stripe ex- 
tending down the middle of each feather as in the male, except that 
the stripe is broader and terminates in a rounder point. It is difficult 
to obtain females showing good hackles and at the same time good 
stippling, as the best-stippled females are likely to be weak in strip- 
ing. The back, body, tail coverts, wing bows, and coverts have ¢ 
surface color of light brown, which is finely stippled with darker 
brown. The shade of color over the back, wing bows and coverts 
should be even and the feather free from shafting. The wing pri- 
maries are a slaty brown, with the outer webs showing a narrow 


Fic. 5.—Rose Comb White Leg. orn, male. 
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Fic. 6.—Rose Comb White Leghorn, female. 


edging of brown. The secondaries are brown, with the outer webs 
finely stippled with lighter brown. The tail is black, with the two 
highest main tail feathers stippled with lighter brown. The breast 
should be rich clear salmon, free from either penciling, stippling, or 
shafting. The sides of the breast shade gradually to the color of the 
wings. The fluff and thighs are slate, tinged with brown. As in the 
male, the undercolor throughout is slate. 

The Brown Leghorn is one of the varieties in which double mat- 
ing is commonly practiced in order to produce birds of exhibition 
color in both sexes. By double mating is meant the use of two 
separate matings—one for the production of males of standard or 
exhibition color and the other for the production of females of 
standard or exhibition color. In mating for males of exhibition 
color a male is selected which approaches as closely as possible the 
standard description. With this male should be used females which 
have been bred from a line of exhibition males and which differ from 
the standard description for exhibition females. In general these 
females will be of a darker shade than the standard calls for. The 

11072°—17—Bull. 898 2 
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back and wings should be of a darker color than that shown in 
the standard-colored female, and:should show very coarse stippling. 
The neck should be strong in striping. The breast should be dark 
reddish salmon, although some breeders use females with a dark 
stippled ‘or penciled breast. It is.essential that the undercolor be 
quite dark, even to the skin. It is also-well to select females with 
small, evenly serrated, upstanding combs, as they tend to produce 
better combs inthe male. This mating is known as the cockerel mating, 
because it produces a greater percentage of standard-colored males, 
while the females produced are too dark in color for exhibition, but 
are suitable for continuing this line of breeding. 

In mating for fonides. of exhibition pile, females dioald be 
selected which are as near the standard description as _ possible. 
Mate with these a male which should be out of a female of fine qual- 
ity. These males are invariably considerably lighter colored in all red 
sections than the exhibition male. The base of the neck and the sad- 


1G¢. 7.—Black Leghorn, male, 
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Fic. 8.—Black Leghorn, female. 


dle should approach light orange in shade; the saddle should show no 
striping, and the undercolor throughout should be light slate instead 
of dark slate. A thin comb, even if a little large, is not bad, as it 
tends to produce good combs on the females. This mating is known 
as the pullet mating, because it produces a larger percentage of 
females of exhibition color, while the males produced are too light 
for exhibition, but may be used to continue this line of breeding. 

The. Rose Comb Brown Leghorn is identical in color and type with 
the Single Comb Brown Leghorn, the only difference being in the 
matter of the rose comb. 

The Single Comb White Leghorn undoubtedly is the best known 
of the Leghorns or of any variety of the egg breeds. It is widely 
kept, both. on special egg farms and on general farms in certain 
sections of the United States. In some sections the keeping of 
White Leghorns has been developed on a large scale, and these 
sections may well be termed White Leghorn centers. The largest 
and best-known of these centers are the districts around Petaluma. 
California, and Vineland, New Jersey. In type the Single Comb 
White Leghorn is identical with the Single Comb Brown Leghorn. 
In color both the males and females are white throughout, and 
should be free from any: brassiness or creaminess. The shanks and 





12 FARMERS’ BULLETIN 898. 


toes should be a rich yellow. The male of this variety is shown on the 
title page and the female in figure 4. 

The Rose Comb White Leghorn (figs. 5 and 6) is identical with 
the Single Comb White Leghorn except in the matter of the rose 
comb. 

The Single Comb Buff Leghorn is a handsome and attractive 
variety, but is not so widely kept as either the Single Comb White 
cr the Single Comb Brown Leghorn. The Single Comb Buff Leg- 
horn is distinguished from the other Leghorns by the color alone. 
This should be an even shade of golden buff throughout. Shafting, 
or the presence of feathers having a shaft of different color from 
the rest of the feathers, and mealiness, or the presence of feathers 
sprinkled with lighter color as though powdered with meal, are 
undesirable. As deep an undercolor of buff as it is possible to obtain 
is desired. A very important point with regard to the surface color 








Fic. 9.—Silver Leghorn, male. 
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Fic. 10.—Silver Leghorn, female. 


is to have the shade as even as possible throughout. The legs and 
toes are a rich yellow. 

The Rose Comb Buff Leghorn is identical with the Single Comb 
Buff Leghorn except in the matter of the rose comb. 

‘The Single Comb Black Leghorn (figs. 7 and 8) is distinguished 
from the other Single Comb Leghorns by the color alone, which is 
black in all sections, showing a lustrous sheen, free from purple 
barring. The undercolor throughout is a dull black. The legs and 
toes are yellow or dusky yellow. The Single Comb Black Leghorn 
is a very attractive variety, but is not found very commonly. 

The Silver Leghorn (figs. 9 and 10) is a single-comb variety of 
this breed and is identical in type with the other single-comb varie- 
ties. This variety also is most attractive in color but is not very 
commonly kept. The male has a silver top color. The head is silver 
white and the hackle is of the same color but with a median stripe 
of black. The wing fronts and shoulders are black, the bows a silver 
white, the coverts black and forming a distinct bar across the wing. 
The primaries are black except for the silver white outer edges of the 
lower feathers. The secondaries are also black, but a part of the 
outer web is white in some of the feathers, forming a white wing bar. 
The back, saddle, and lower tail coverts are silver white. The cape, 
main tail feathers, sickles, upper tail coverts, breast, body, thighs, 
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and fluff are black. The undercolor is gray throughout. In the 
female the head is a silver gray. The neck is a silver gray, each 
feather showing a narrow black stripe. The wing bows and coverts 
are silver white, finely stippled with ashy gray, giving these sections 
a general gray cast. In the primary and secondary feathers the 
upper webs are gray and the lower webs a slaty gray. The front of 
the neck is a light salmon, and the breast is salmon, fading gradu- 
ally to the color of the wings at the sides. The back, body, and 
thighs are the same color as the wing bows and coverts. The tail 
is black except that the upper two feathers are light gray and the 
tail coverts are gray. The fluff is a light ashy gray. The undercolor 
is gray throughout. The legs and toes of both sexes are yellow. 


Fie. 11.—Single Comb Black Minorca, 
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Fic. 12.—Single Comb Black Minorca, female. 


The Red Pyle Leghorn also is a single-comb variety and is not 
very commonly found. In type this variety is identical with the 
other Single Comb Leghorns. The male is white with a red and 
orange top color. The head should show a bright orange, the hackle 
a light orange which may show some tinge of brighter yellow, the 
wing bows red, part of the outer web of the secondaries red, back red, 
and saddle light orange. The outer webs of the lower feathers of 
the primaries ‘are bay. All other sections are white, and the under- 
color is white throughout. In the female the color including under- 
color is white throughout except for the head, which is golden, the 
hackle or neck feathers, which are white edged with gold, the 
feathers in front of the neck, which are white with a salmon tinge, 
and the breast, which is salmon. The legs and toes of both sexes 


are yellow. 
‘MINORCA. 


The Minorca appears to have been kept in Spain for a long time, 
and it is probable that the Minorcas found in this country came 
originally from that source. As the name would indicate, they are 
commonly supposed to have been natives of the island of Minorca. 
The importations to this country probably were from England 
rather than directly from Spain. 
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The Minorca is the largest of the Mediterranean or egg breeds. 
It is characterized by its size, its length of body, and the large comb 
and long wattles. The Minorca shows a long back which has a 
noticeable slope from the shoulders downward to the base of the 
tail. The underline of the body is also noticeably long. The tail 
is rather low carried and is well spread. The Minorca also has long 
shanks and is well up on the legs, showing the hock and part of the 
thigh. The breast is prominent and well rounded. In general the 
Minorca is a more angular-looking bird than the Leghorn, as it does 
not have as smooth a curve where the back and tail sections join. 

The comb of the single-comb varieties is unusually large. In the 
male it is erect and has six evenly and deeply serrated points. The 
blade of the comb has a tendency to follow the neck. In the female 
also the comb is large and six-pointed and is lopped. The front of 
the comb, instead of being straight asin the case of the comb of the 
Leghorn female, folds to one side and then the remainder of the 
comb droops to the other side of the head. The comb of the male 


Fic. 13.—Rose Comb Black Minorca, male. 
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Fic, 14.--Rose Comb Black Minorca, female. 


of the rose-comb varieties is fairly large, square in front, and termi- 
nating in a well-defined spike which has a tendency to follow the 
neck. The rose comb of the female is practically the same as that 
of the male in shape, but, of course, is smaller, although rather large 
for a female. 

The skin of all varieties of Minorcas is white. This is a distinct 
drawback from the standpoint of the production of market poultry 
in this country, as the popular demand is for fowls with a yellow 
skin. The black and dark slate legs and toes of the black varieties, 
and the white or pinkish white legs and toes of the white and buff 
varieties, are likewise a drawback from a market point of view, as 
the popular demand is for yellow-legged fowls. 

The standard weights of the Single Comb Black Minorca are: 
Cock, 9 pounds; hen, 7$ pounds; cockerel, 74 pounds; pullet, 64 
pounds. The standard weights of all of the other varieties of 
Minorcas are: Cock, 8 pounds; hen, 64 pounds; cockerel, 64 pounds; 
pullet, 54 pounds. 

The Single Comb Black Minorca (figs. 11 and 12) undoubtedly 
is the best known of the Minorcas in this country. This variety is 
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especially reputed for the size and pure white color of its eggs. 
The color of both sexes is black throughout, with lustrous greenish 
sheen over the surface, which should be free from purple barring. 
The undercolor of all sections is a dull black. The legs and toes 
are black or dark slate. 

The Rose Comb Black Minorca (figs. 13 and 14) is identical with 
the Single Comb Black Minorca in shape and color, differing only 
in the matter of size and comb. 

The Single Comb White Minorca is identical with the Single 
Comb Black Minorca except in the matter of size and color. Birds 
of both sexes are a pure white throughout, which should be free 
from any foreign color whatever. The legs and toes are a pinkish 
white. 

The Rose Comb White Minorca is distinguished from the Single 
Comb White Minorca by the comb alone. In all other respects it is 
identical. 


Fic, 15.—White-faced Black Spanish, male. 
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Fic. 16.—White-faced Black Spanish, female. 


The Single Comb Buff Minorca is identical with the Single Comb 
White Minorca in type and size, being distinguished only by its color. 
This should be an even, rich, golden buff throughout, being identical 
with that of the Buff Leghorn. The legs and toes are white or 
pinkish white. 

WHITE-FACED BLACK SPANISH. 

The White-Faced Black Spanish (figs. 15 and 16) is generally 
considered to be the oldest fowl of the Mediterranean class. This 
breed undoubtedly was a native of Spain or one of the near-by 
countries. By reason of the very large, pendulous white face, it is 
striking and unique in appearance. In type it is very much on the 
Minorca order, although it has not quite so long a body and has a 
somewhat higher carriage of tail. This breed is comparatively rare 
in the United States. 

The comb is single and rather large, although not so large as the 
Single Comb Minorca. It has five regular, deeply serrated points, 
and the blade extends nearly straight off the head, having little if 
any tendency to follow the neck. The comb of the female is erect 
in front and droops to one side as in the Leghorn. The striking 
feature of this bird is a white face, which should be smooth and 
free from wrinkles, being long, deep, and pendulous. In breeding 
this fowl the white face is very important, the largest or longest and 
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whitest face possible being desired. The face in males sometimes 
measures 7 inches in length. In color this bird has a black surface 
throughout with a lustrous greenish sheen. The undercolor is dark 
slate throughout. The color of legs and toes is a dark leaden blue or 
black. The color of the skin is white. 

BLUE ANDALUSIAN. 

The. Andalusian (figs. 17 and 18) also is commonly supposed to 
be a native of Spain and has derived its name from the Province 
of Andalusia. Andalusians have been known in this country for a 
long period, but have never become very popular or very widely kept. 

The Andalusian is very similar to the Leghorn in type, but is a 
slightly larger bird. The standard weights of the Blue Andalusian 
are: Cock, 6 pounds; hen, 5 pounds; cockerel, 5 pounds; pullet, 4 
pounds. 

This is a single-comb breed, and in the male the comb is somewhat 
larger than in the Leghorn and the blade has a slight tendency to 


Fic. 17.—Blue Andalusian, male. 





STANDARD VARIETIES OF CHICKENS. 


Fig. 18.—Blue Andalusian, female. 


follow the neck. The comb of the female is practically identical with 
that of the Leghorn female. The male has a general top color of 
dark lustrous blue, approaching black, which extends over the hackle, 
back, saddle, shoulders, sickle feathers, and tail coverts. The rest of 
the plumage is a slaty blue which shows in most sections a well- 
defined lacing of darker blue. In the female the general plumage 
color is a slaty blue of even shade, each feather having a clear, well- 
defined, narrow lacing of darker blue. The neck has a decidedly 
darker cast of plumage than the rest of the body. The undercolor 
of both sexes is a slaty blue throughout. The legs and toes are leaden 
* blue and the skin is white in color. 

The behavior of the Blue Andalusian in breeding is peculiar and 
interesting. When both sexes in the mating are “blue, the chicks 
hatched are never all of them blue, but approximately 50 per cent 
come black or white or some combination of black and white. One- 
half of this 50 per cent, or 25 per cent of all the chicks from the 
mating, are black or occasionally black showing some red, especially 
in the males; while the other 25 per cent of the chicks come some kind 
of white—in general, white splashed with black or blue. If matings 
are made in which one of the sexes is black and the other white, all 
of the chicks hatched will come some sort of blue. This latter form 
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of mating is not used by breeders, however, for the reason that the 
quality of the blue produced in the chicks is not that desired. Breed- 
ers use only blue birds in their matings, selecting individuals which 
will give them the best color possible in the blue offspring and dis- 
carding the off-colored young birds for breeding purposes. 


ANCONA. 


The Ancona, like the Leghorn, is supposed to have originated in 
Italy. It is one of the older of the Mediterranean breeds, but has 
not been known in this country so long as the Leghorn or the Minorca. 

In type this breed is very similar to the Leghorn. In general it 
seems to have about the same utility qualities as the Leghorn, but has 
never gained the popularity which the Leghorn enjoys. In size the 
Ancona and the Leghorn are the same, except that the standard 
weight for the Ancona hen is one-half pound greater. The standard 
weights are: Cock, 5$ pounds; hen, 44 pounds; cockerel, 44 pounds. 
pullet, 33 pounds. 


Fic. 19.—-Single Comb Ancona, male, 
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Fic. 20.—Single Comb Ancona, female. 


The Ancona has a general body color of lustrous black with certain 
of the feathers throughout the plumage. tipped with a V-shaped 
white tip. The proportion of feathers carrying such a white tip is 
one in five. The black top color of the male has a greenish sheen 
which is absent in the female. The main tail feathers and sickles of 
the male and the main tail feathers of the female are each tipped with 
white. The primary and secondary wing feathers also carry white 
tips. The-undercolor is dark slate throughout. The legs and toes 
are yellow or yellow mottled with black, and the skin is yellow. 

The Single Comb Ancona (figs. 19 and 20) and the Rose Comb 
Ancona are identical in every respect except in the matter of comb. 
The single comb of both sexes is identical with that of the Single 
Comb Leghorn, while the rose comb is identical with Leghorn Rose 
Comb in the female, but in the male is slightly smaller. 
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The Campine is a breed which originated in Belgfum and has 
found a good deal of favor there as an egg breed. It is only re- 
cently that this breed has attracted attention in the United States, 
but it has gained favor rapidly and at the present time is enjoying 
a considerable measure of popularity. 

In its general characteristics the Campine is very much like the 
Leghorn. It is a comparatively small breed, very alert and active, 
and of a nervous temperament. These fowls should be rather deep 
and long bodied and should be well rounded. The Campine female 
has, if anything, a longer back than the Leghorn female. Both va- 
rieties of Campines are single combed, the shape of the comb being 
the same as that of the Leghorn in both sexes. The standard weights 

34 


are: Cock, 6 pounds; hen, 4 pounds; cockerel, 5 pounds; pullet, 33 
pounds. 


Fie. 21.—Silver Campine, male, 
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Fic. 22.—Silver Campine, female. 


In the Silver Campine (figs. 21 and 22) both the male and the 
female have white heads and hackles. The rest of the plumage is a 
greenish black, each feather barred with distinct white bars, the 
black bars being wider than the white by about four times. The 
white bars do not extend straight across the feather, but have a slight 
tendency to be V-shaped at the quill. The undercolor is slate 
throughout. The legs and toes are leaden blue and the skin white 
in color. 

The Golden Campine is identical with the Silver Campine except 
that the white of the Silver Campine is replaced by golden bay. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL- 
TURE RELATING TO POULTRY RAISING AND EGG PRODUC- 


TION. ° 
AVAILABLE FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION BY THE DEPARTMENT. 


Poultry Management. (Farmers’ Bulletin 287.) 

Pheasant Raising. (Farmers’ Bulletin 390.) 

Marketing Eggs Through the Creamery. (Farmers’ Bulletin 445.) 

Capons and Caponizing. (Farmers’ Bulletin 849.) 

Hints to Poultry Raisers. (Farmers’ Bulletin 528.) 

Important Poultry Diseases. (Farmers’ Bulletin 530.) 

Poultry House Construction. (Farmers’ Bulletin 574.) 

Natural and Artificial Incubation of Hens’ Eggs. (Farmers’ Bulletin 585.) 

Shipping Eggs by Parcel Post. (Farmers’ Bulletin 830.) 
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Lessons on Poultry for Rural Schools. (Department Bulletin 464.) Price, 10 
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The Food Value and Uses of Poultry. (Department Bulletin 457.) Price, 5 
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Eggs and Their Value as Food. (Department Bulletin 471.) Price, 5 cents. 
Fattening Poultry. (Bureau of Animal Industry Bulletin 140.) Price, 10 
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The Care of the Farm Egg. (Bureau of Animal Industry Bulletin 160.) Price, 
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A System of Poultry Accounting. (Bureau of Animal Industry Circular 176.) 


Price, 5 cents. 


O 





NAR4F 
Ft Q, . | 
Reseryvo—______—— SSA STAD : — eS 


ee 


STANDARD VARIETIES, OF CHIN 


II. THE MEDITERRANEAN AND. 
TINENTAL ChASSES”™ 


ROB R. SLOCUM 
Of the Animal Husbandry Division 








FARMERS’ BULLETIN 898 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Contribution from the Bureau of Animal Industry 
JOHN R. MOHLER, Chief. 





Washington, D.C. Issued December, 1917; revised May, 1920 





Show this bulletin to a neighbor. Addifional copies may be obtained free from the 
Division of Publications, United States Department of Agriculture 





WASHINGTON : GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1920 








—~ 


STANDARD VARIETIES OF CHICKENS. 
II. THE MEDITERRANEAN AND CONTINENTAL CLASSES. 


CONTENTS. 
Page. Page. 
Importance of egg production______ 3 | Breeds and varieties—Continued. 
Characteristics of the egg breeds___ 3 White-faced Black Spanish__-__ 19 
Breeds and varieties__...._.___..__ 7 Blue’ Andalusian _.....-..___-~ 20 
PRB MUTe en ato sne et 6 (OR Se hs Seis Sia 22 
ees de ek rs 15 NI a se etn otk ed eared 24 


IMPORTANCE OF EGG PRODUCTION. 


GG production doubtless is the leading branch of poultry keep- 
ing, and, in addition, is a very important agricultural activity. 


According to the last census the eggs produced in the United States 


in 1909 numbered more than 1,591,000,000 dozen, with a value of 
more than $306,000,000. Eggs, of course, are produced wherever 
chickens are kept, and by far the greater part of the egg crop comes 
from the general farm, yet large so-called egg farms have been de- 
veloped with the main purpose of producing eggs for market. The 
largest of these egg farms and the greater number of them are located 
near markets which pay a premium for white eggs; and for this 
reason, together with the fact that eggs are primarily desired, the 
breeds kept are those known as the egg breeds, such as the Leghorn, 
Campine, Minorca, and Ancona. The Single Comb White Leghorn is 
undoubtedly the most popular and the most widely kept variety of 
the egg breeds. These breeds comprise the Mediterranean and Con- 
tinental classes, as given in the American Standard of Perfection. 
The egg breeds frequently are found on general farms also, particu- 
larly in those sections near markets preferring a white egg, and where 
considerable flocks of poultry are kept. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EGG BREEDS. 


These breeds are smaller than the general-purpose breeds, such as 
the Plymouth Rock, and for that reason they do not make a particu- 
larly desirable table fowl and are not in as good favor with the 
poultry packers as the larger general-purpose breeds. Surplus cock- 
erels, however, turned off as broilers when they weigh from three- 
quarters of a pound to a pound and a half, find a ready market. 

3 
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The egg breeds in general are characterized by their activity and 
sprightliness, and are of a much more nervous temperament than 
the heavier breeds. It is necessary to work and move quietly among 
them to avoid frightening them. They are more difficult to keep in 
confinement, and where their quarters are fenced, 6 or 7-foot fences 
are used. Clipping the flight feathers of one wing will keep them 
from flying over the fence. They mature more quickly than the 
heavier breeds, but if hatched early, they often begin to lay so early 
in the fall that they go into a molt like the old hens. This of 
course checks their egg production. It is the custom of some egg 
farmers to hatch early chicks for the purpose of obtaining eggs dur- 
ing the fall, expecting these early birds to go into a molt and de- 
pending upon later hatches to supply eggs during the late fall and 
winter. 
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Fic. 1.—Glossary chart giving the names of the various parts of a male fowl. 


Chickens of the egg breeds, because of their greater activity, are 
fine foragers, and when they have free range they will cover a very 
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Fic. 2.—Single Comb Dark Brown Leghorn, male. 


large area and pick up a considerable amount of feed. Fowls of 
these breeds do not have the same tendency to become overfat as 
fowls of larger breeds, and though they respond to careful feeding 
they are not so quick to feel the bad effects of overfeeding. Because 
of their smaller size they do not eat as much as fowls of the larger 
breeds. 

All of the egg breeds are classed as nonsitters—that is to say, they 
do not become broody and hatch their eggs. Occasional individuals 
will show broodiness, and will even bring off a hatch of chicks; but 
they are not dependable for this purpose. Where egg breeds are 
kept it is therefore necessary either to depend upon hatching with 
incubators and brooding with heated brooders or else to keep hens of 
a broody breed for the purpose of hatching and brooding the chicks. 

All of the egg breeds are clean legged, or have shanks free from 
feathers, and have white or creamy-white ear lobes. They are close- 
feathered fowls, being tighter in this respect than the Plymouth 
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Fic. 3.—Single Comb Light Brown Leghorn, female. 
Rocks, but not so tight as the Games. All of them also lay white 
eggs of good size, and as a class they are reputed to be excellent 
layers. 
BREEDS AND VARIETIES. 
The Mediterranean class includes the following standard breeds 
and varieties: 


BREEDs. VARIETIES. BREEDS. VARIETIES. 

Leghorn____. Single Comb Light Brown. | Minorca____-_-~_. Single Comb Black. 
Single Comb Dark Brown. Rose Comb Black. 
Rose Comb Light Brown. Single Comb White. 
Rose Comb Dark Brown. tose Comb White. 
Single Comb White. Single Comb Buff. \ 
Rose Comb White. SUL AND es White-Faced Black. 
Single Comb Buff. Blue Andalusian. 
Rose Comb Buff. ANCONA oS a Single Comb. 
Single Comb Black. Rose Comb. 
Silver. 


Red Pyle. 
The Continental class includes the following standard breed and 


varieties ; 4 
BREED. VARIETIES. 
Sa eet Na rN oe ee Ae ee a Silver. 


Golden. 
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In describing these breeds and varieties it is the intention to give 
only a general statement of their appearance and characteristics. 
For a description sufficiently detailed to enable one to breed exhibi- 
tion specimens it will be necessary to refer to the American Stand- 
ard of Perfection, a book published by the American Poultry Asso- 
ciation, which is the guide by which all the poultry shows in the 
United States are judged. 

LEGHORN. 


The Leghorn for years has been a widely known breed in the 
United States. Leghorns were brought into this country from Italy. 
The first varieties imported were the Single Comb Brown and the 
Single Comb White. There is every indication that this breed 
originated in Italy, where fowls of a similar type have been kept 
for many years. The breed is noted for its alertness, its stylishness 
of carriage, and the graceful blending of its different sections. In 
general the breed may be described as a rather small, comparatively 
long-backed chicken, with moderately low-carried, well-furnished 
and well-spread tail, and with a long, sweeping curve of neck, back, 
and tail. These birds have comparatively long shanks, are well up 
on legs, showing the hock and a part of the thigh. The body should 





Fic. 4.—Single Comb White Leghorn, female, 
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be nicely curved throughout and the breast quite prominent. All 
the Leghorns have yellow skin and yellow shanks. 

All the varieties of Leghorns are identical in size and type, differ- 
ing only in kind of comb and in color. The single comb in the male 
should be of medium size and should stand erect, with five regular, 
deeply serrated points. The blade of the comb should extend straight 
out from the back of the head, and should not follow the curve of 
the neck or incline upward. In the female the front and the first 
point should stand erect, but the remainder of the comb droops to 
one side. The comb in both sexes should be free from wrinkles, 
thumb marks, or folds. In the Rose Comb varieties the comb of the 
male should be of medium size and square in front, well filled and 
free from hollows, the spike well developed and extending straight 
back off the head, showing no tendency to follow the curve of the 
neck or to turn upward. The rose comb of the female is small and 
neat, and in shape is like that of the male. 

The standard weights are: Cock, 54 pounds; hen, 4 pounds; cock- 
erel, 44 pounds; pullet, 3$ pounds. 

The Single Comb Brown Leghorn is one of the older varieties of 
the breed known in this country. Until recently it was included in 
the standard as a single variety, but, owing to the almost universal 
practice of double mating, it has recently been divided into two 
varieties, known as the Single Comb Light Brown Leghorn and the 
Single Comb Dark Brown Leghorn. 

By double mating is meant the use of two separate matings; one 
for the production of males of standard or exhibition color, known 
as the cockere] mating, and the other for the production of females 
of standard or exhibition color, known as the pullet mating. Tha 
present Single Comb Light Brown Leghorn consists of what wai 
previously known as the pullet mating, while the Single Comb Dark 
Brown Leghorn consists of what. was previously known as the 
cockerel mating. It is hoped that by dividing the Single Comb 
Brown Leghorn into the Light and Dark varieties double mating 
can be done away with. 

The Single Comb Light Brown Leghorn male is one which is con- 
siderably lighter colored in all red sections than what was previously 
known as the standard colored male, now standard male of the Dark 
Brown variety. The base of the neck and the saddle should ap- 
proach light orange in shade; the saddle should show no striping, 
and the undercolor throughout should be light slate instead of dark 
slate. 

The female of this variety has a golden-yellow head which shows a 
tinge of dark brown. The hackle is golden yellow with a black stripe 
extending down the middle of each feather as in the Dark Brown 
Leghorn male, except that the stripe is broader and terminates in a 
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rounder point. It is difficult to obtain females showing good hackles 
and at the same time good stippling, as the best-stippled females are 


likely to be weak in striping. The back, body, tail coverts, wing 


bows, and coverts have a surface color of light brown which is finely 
stippled with darker brown. The shade of color over the back, 
wing bows, and coverts should be even and the feathers free from 
shafting. The wing primaries are a slaty brown with the outer webs 
showing a narrow edging of brown. The secondaries are brown, with 
with the outer webs finely stippled with lighter brown. The tail is 
black, with the two highest main tail feathers stippled with lighter 
brown. The breast should be rich, clear salmon, free from pencil- 
ing, stippling, or shafting. The sides of the breast shade gradually 
to the color of the wings. The fluff and thighs are slate tinged with 
brown. The undercolor throughout is slate. 

The Single Comb Dark Brown Leghorn male has a dark-red 
head, a rich, red hackle and saddle, the feathers of which are striped 
with a greenish-black stripe extending through the middle of each 
feather. The back is of the same shade as the hackle, but is without 
the striping. The wing bows are rich red, the fronts and coverts 
greenish black, which show as a distinct wing bar when the wing 
is folded. The primaries are black, the lower webs edged with 
brown. The secondaries also are black, the lower webs showing 
edges of brown. The tail, body, breast, fluff, and thighs are black. 
The shanks are yellow, while the toes may be yellow or a dusky 
yellow. The undercolor throughout is slate. 

The female of this variety is of a darker shade than the female of 
the Light Brown variety, formerly the only standard female. The 
back and wings should be of a darker color, in reality a black stippled 
with a dark brown. There should be no shafting, but the plumage 
should show a greenish sheen free from purple. The stippling is 
much coarser than is the case in the Light Brown female. The neck 
should be strongly striped with black. The breast is a dark-reddish 
salmon which is stippled with brown. The undercolor should be slate 
running quite dark clear to the skin. The legs and toes should be 
yellow, although a dusky yellow is allowable. 

The Rose Comb Brown Leghorn. under the old standard was 
identical in color and type with the Single Comb Brown Leghorn, 
the only difference being in the matter of the rose comb. When the 
Single Comb variety was divided into the Light and Dark varieties, 
the same action was taken with the Rose Comb variety. At present, 
therefore, there is a Rose Comb Light Brown Leghorn and a Rose 
Comb Dark Brown Leghorn which are identical in ‘color and type 
with the corresponding Single Comb varieties. 

160482°—20-—Bull. 898 ——2 : 
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Fic. 5.—Rose Comb White Leghorn, male. 


The Single Comb White Leghorn undoubtedly is the best known 
‘of the Leghorns or of any other variety of the egg breeds. It is 
widely kept, both on special egg farms and on general farms in certain 
sections of the United States. In some sections the keeping of 
White Leghorns has been developed on a large scale, and these 
sections may well be termed White Leghorn centers. The largest 
and best known of these centers are the districts around Petaluma, 
Calif., and Vineland, N. J. In type the Single Comb White Leghorn 
is identical with the Single Comb Brown Leghorn. In color both 
the males and females are white throughout, and should be free from 
any brassiness or creaminess. The shanks and toes should be a rich 
yellow. The male of this variety is shown on the title page and the 
female in figure 4. 

The Rose Comb White Leghorn (figs. 5 and 6) is identical with 
the Single Comb White Leghorn except in the matter of the rose 
comb, 
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The Single Comb Buff Leghorn is a handsome and attractive 
variety, but is not so widely kept as either the Single Comb White 
or the Single Comb Brown Leghorn. The Single Comb Buff Leg- 
horn ‘is distinguished from the other Leghorns by the color alone. 
This should be an even shade of golden buff throughout. Shafting, 
or the presence of feathers having a shaft of different color from 
the rest of the feathers, and mealiness, or the presence of feathers 
sprinkled with lighter color as though powdered with meal, are 
undesirable. As deep an undercolor of buff as it is possible to obtain 
is desired. A very important point with regard to the surface color 
is to have the shade as even as possible throughout. The legs and 
toes are a rich yellow. 

The Rose Comb Buff Leghorn is identical with the Single Comb 
Buff Leghorn except in the matter of the rose comb. 

The Single Comb Black Leghorn (figs. 7 and 8) is distinguished 
from the other Single Comb Leghorns by the color alone, which is 
black in all sections, showing a lustrous sheen, free from purple 
barring. The undercolor throughout is a dull black. The legs and 





Fig. 6.—Rose Comb White Leghorn, female. 
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Fic. 7.—Black Leghorn, male, 


toes are yellow or dusky yellow. The Single Comb Black Leghorn 
is a very attractive variety, but is not found very commonly. 

The Silver Leghorn (figs. 9 and 10) is a single-comb variety of 
this breed and is identical in type with the other single-comb varie- 
ties. This variety also is most attractive in color but is not very 
commonly kept. The male has a silver top color. The head is silver 
white and the hackle is of the same color but with a median stripe 
of black. The wing fronts and shoulders are black, the bows a silver 
white, the coverts black and forming a distinct bar across the wing. 
The primaries are black except for the silver-white outer edges of the 
lower feathers. The secondaries are also black, but a part of the 
outer web is white in some of the feathers, forming a white wing bar. 
The back, saddle, and lower tail coverts are silver white. The cape, 
main tail feathers, sickles, upper tail coverts, breast, body, thighs, 
and fluff are black. The undercolor is gray throughout. In the 
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Fic. 9.—Silver Leghorn, male, 
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Fic,. 10.—Silver Leghorn, female. 


female the head is a silver gray. The neck is a silver gray, each 
feather showing a narrow black stripe. The wing bows and coverts 
are silver white, finely stippled with ashy gray, giving these sections 
a general gray cast. In the primary and secondary feathers the 
upper webs are gray and the lower webs slaty gray. The front 
of the neck is a light salmon, and the breast is salmon, fading gradu- 
ally to the color of the wings at the sides. The back, body, and 
thighs are the same color as the wing bows and coverts. The tail is 
black except that the upper two feathers are light gray and the 
tail coverts are gray. The fluff is a light ashy gray. The undercolor 
is gray throughout. The legs and toes of both sexes are yellow. 
The Red Pyle Leghorn also is a single-comb variety and is not 
very commonly found. In type this variety is identical with the 
other Single Comb Leghorns. The male is white with a red and 
orange top color. The head should show a bright orange, the hackle 
a light orange which may show some tinge of brighter yellow, the 
wing bows red, part of the outer web of the secondaries red, back red, 
and saddle light orange. The outer webs of the lower feathers of 
the primaries are bay. All other sections are white, and the under- 
color is white throughout. In the female the color including under- 
color is white throughout except for the head, which is golden, the 
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hackle or neck feathers, which are white edged with gold, the 
feathers in front of the neck, which are white with a salmon tinge, 
and the breast, which is salmon. The legs and toes of both sexes 


are yellow. 
MINORCA. 


The Minorca appears to have been kept in Spain for a long time, 
and it is probable that the Minorcas found in this country came 
originally from that source. -As the name would indicate, they are 
commonly supposed to have been natives of the island of Minorca. 
The importations to this country probably were from England 
rather than directly from Spain. 





Fic, 11.—Single Comb Black Minorca, male, 
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Fic, 12.—Single Comb Black Minorca, female. 


The Minorca is the largest of the Mediterranean or egg breeds. 
It is characterized by its size, its length of body, and the large comb 
and long wattles. The Minorca shows a long back which has a 
noticeable slope from the shoulders downward to the base of the 
tail. The underline of the body is also noticeably long. The tail 
is rather low carried and is well spread. The Minorca also has long 
shanks and is well up on the legs, showing the hock and part of the 
thigh. The breast is prominent and well rounded. In general the 
Minorca is a more angular-looking bird than the Leghorn, as it does 
not have as smooth a curve where the back and tail sections join. 

The comb of the single-comb varieties is unusually large. In the 
inale it is erect and has six evenly and deeply serrated points. The 
blade of the comb has a tendency to follow the neck. In the female 
also the comb is large and six-pointed and is lopped. The front of 
the comb, instead of being straight as in the case of the comb of the 
Leghorn female, folds to one side, and then the remainder of the 
comb droops to the other side of the head. The comb of the male 
of the rose-comb varieties is fairly large, square in front, and termi- 
nating in a well-defined spike which has a tendency to follow the 
neck. The rose comb of the female is practically the same as that 
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of the male in shape, but, of course, is smaller, although rather large 
for a female. 

The skin of all varieties of Minorcas is white. This is a distinct 
drawback from the standpoint of the production of market poultry 
in this country, as the popular demand is for fowls with a yellow 
skin. The black and dark-slate legs and toes of the black varieties 
and the white or pinkish-white legs and toes of the white and buff 
varieties, are likewise a drawback from a market point of view, as 
the popular demand is for yellow-legged fowls. 

The standard weights of the Single Comb Black Minorca are: 
Cock, 9 pounds; hen, 7$ pounds; cockerel, 74 pounds; pullet, 63 
pounds. The standard weights of all of the other varieties of 
Minorcas are: Cock, 8 pounds; hen, 6$ pounds; cockerel, 6$ pounds; 
pullet, 54 pounds. 





Fic. 13.—Rose Comb Black Minorca, male, 








18 Farmers’ Bulletin 898. 





Fic. 14.—Rose Comb Black Minorea, female. 


The Single Comb Black Minorca (figs. 11 and 12) undoubtedly 
is the best known of the Minorcas in this country. This variety is 
especially reputed for the size-and pure white color of its eggs. 
The color of both sexes is black throughout, with lustrous greenish 
sheen over the surface, which should be free from purple barring. 
The undercolor of all sections is a dull black. The legs and toes are 
black or dark slate. 

The Rose Comb Black Minorea (figs. 13 and 14) is identical with 
the Single Comb Black Minorca in shape and color, differing only 
in the matter of size and comb. 

The Single Comb White Minorca is identical with the Single 
Comb Black Minorca except in the matter of size and color. Birds 
of both sexes are a pure white throughout, which should be free 
from any foreign color whatever. The legs and toes are a pinkish 
white. 

The Rose Comb White Minorca is distinguished from the Single 
Comb White Minorca by the comb alone. In all other respects it is 
identical. 
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The Single Comb Buff Minorca is identical with the Single Comb 
White Minorca in type and size, being distinguished only by its color. 
This should be an even, rich, golden buff throughout, being identi- 
cal with that of the Buff Leghorn. The legs and toes are white or 
pinkish white. 

WHITE-FACED BLACK SPANISH. 


The White-Faced Black Spanish (figs. 15 and 16) is generally 
considered to be the oldest fowl of the Mediterranean class. This 
breed undoubtedly was a native of Spain or one of the near-by 
countries. By reason of the very large, pendulous white face it is 
striking and unique in appearance. In type it is very much on the 
Minorca order, although it has not quite so long a body and has a 
somewhat higher carriage of tail. This breed is comparatively rare 
in the United States. 





Fig. 15.—White-Faced Black Spanish, male. 
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Fie. 16.—White-Faced Black Spanish, female. 


The comb is single and rather large, although not so large as the 
Single Comb Minorca. It has five regular, deeply serrated points, 
and the blade extends nearly straight off the head, having little if 
any tendency to follow the neck. The comb of the female is erect 
in front and droops to one side, as in the Leghorn. The striking 
feature of this bird is a white face, which should be smooth and 
free from wrinkles, being long, deep, and pendulous. In breeding 
this fowl] the white face is very important, the largest or longest and 
whitest face possible being desired. The face in males sometimes 
‘measures 7 inches in length. In color this bird has a black surface 
throughout with a lustrous greenish sheen. The undercolor is dark 
slate throughout. The color of legs and toes is a dark leaden blue or 
black. The color of the skin is white. 


BLUE ANDALUSIAN. 


The Andalusian (figs. 17 and 18) also is commonly supposed to 
be a native of Spain and has derived its name from the Province 
of Andalusia. Andalusians have been known in this country for a 
Jong period, but have never become very popular or very widely kept. 

The Andalusian is very similar to the Leghorn in type, but is a 
slightly larger bird. The standard weights of the Blue Andalusian 
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are: Cock, 6 pounds; hen, 5 pounds; cockerel, 5 pounds; pullet, 4 
pounds. 

This is a single-comb breed, and in the male the comb is somewhat 
larger than in the Leghorn and the blade has a slight tendency to 
follow the neck. The comb of the female is practically identical with 
that of the Leghorn female. The male has a general top color of 
dark lustrous blue, approaching black, which extends over the hackle, 
back, saddle, shoulders, sickle feathers, and tail coverts. The rest of 
the plumage is a slaty blue which shows in all sections a well-defined 
lacing of darker blue., In the female the general plumage color is a 
slaty blue of even shade, each feather except the primaries having a 
clear, well-defined, narrow lacing of darker blue. The neck has a 
decidedly darker cast of plumage than the rest of the body. The 
undercolor of both sexes is a slaty blue throughout. The legs and 
toes are leaden blue and the skin is white in color. 





Fic. 17.—Blue Andalusian, male. 





99 Farmers’ Bulletin 898. 





Fic. 18.—Blue Andalusian, female. 


The behavior of the Blue Andalusian in breeding is peculiar and 
interesting. When both sexes in the mating are blue, the chicks 
hatched are never all of them blue, but approximately 50 per cent 
come black or white or some combination of black and white. One- 
half of this 50 per cent, or 25 per cent of all the chicks from the 
mating, are black or occasionally black showing some red, especially 
in the males, while the other 25 per cent of the chicks come some kind 
of white—in general, white splashed with black or blue. If matings 
are made in which one of the sexes is black and the other white, all 
of the chicks hatched will come blue. This latter form of mating 
is not generally used by breeders, however, for the reason that the 
quality of the blue produced in the chicks usually is not that desired. 


Breeders use only blue birds in their matings, selecting individuals ' 


which will give them the best color possible in the blue offspring and 
discarding the off-colored young birds for breeding purposes. 


ANCONA. 


The Ancona, like the Leghorn, is ‘supposed to have originated in 
Italy. It is one of the older of the Mediterranean breeds, but has 
not been known in this country so long as the Leghorn or Minorca. 
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In type this breed is very similar to the Leghorn. In general it 
seems to have about the same utility qualities as the Leghorn, but has 
never gained the popularity which the Leghorn enjoys. In size the 
Ancona and the Leghorn are the same except that the standard 
weight for the Ancona hen is one-half pound greater. The standard 
weights are: Cock, 54 pounds; hen, 4} pounds; cockerel 44 pounds; 
pullet, 3$ pounds. 

The Ancona has a general body color of lustrous black with cer- 
tain of the feathers throughout the plumage tipped with a V-shaped 
white tip. The proportion of feathers carrying such a white tip is 
one in five. The black top color of the male has a greenish sheen 
which is absent in the female. The main tail feathers and'sickles of 
the male and the main tail feathers of the female are each tipped with 
white. The primary and secondary wing feathers also carry white 








Fic. 19.—Single Comb Ancona, male, 
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Fic. 20.—Single Comb Ancona, female. 


tips. The undercolor is dark: slate throughout. The legs and toes 
are yellow or yellow mottled with black, and the skin is yellow. * 

The Single Comb Ancona (figs. 19 and 20) and the Rose Comb 
Ancona are identical in every respect except in the matter of comb. 
The single comb of both sexes is identical with that of the Single 
Comb Leghorn, while the rose comb is identical with Leghorn Rose 
Comb in the female, but in the male is slightly smaller. 


CAMPINE. 


The Campine is a breed which originated in Belgium and has 
found a good deal of favor there as an egg breed. It is only re- 
cently that this breed has attracted attention in the United States, 
but it has gained favor rapidly and at the present time is enjoying 
a considerable measure of popularity. 
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In its general characteristics the Campine is very much like the 
Leghorn. It is a comparatively small breed, very alert and active, 
and of a nervous temperament. These fowls should be rather deep 
and long bodied and should be well rounded. The Campine female 
has, if anything, a longer back than the Leghorn female. Both va- 
rieties of Campines are single combed, the shape of the comb being 
the same as that of the Leghorn in both sexes. The standard weights 
are: Cock, 6 pounds; hen, 4 pounds; cockerel, 5 pounds; pullet, 34 
pounds. 

In the Silver Campine (figs. 21 and 22) both the male and the 
female have white heads and hackles. The rest of the plumage is a 
greenish black, each feather barred with distinct white bars, the 
black bars being wider than the white by about four times. The 


Fig, 21.—Silver Campine, male. 
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Fic. 22.—Silver Campine, female. 


white bars do not extend straight across the feather, but have a slight 
tendency to be V-shaped at the quill. The undercolor is slate 
throughout. The legs and toes are leaden blue and the skin white in 
color. 

The Golden Campine is identical with the Silver Campine except 
that the white of the Silver Campine is replaced by golden bay. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE RELATING TO POULTRY RAISING AND 
EGG PRODUCTION. 






























AVAILABLE FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION BY THE DEPARTMENT. 


Poultry Management. (Farmers’ Bulletin 287.) 
Japons and Caponizing. (Farmers’ Bulletin 849.) 
Hints to Poultry Raisers. (Farmers’ Bulletin 528.) 
Poultry House Construction. (Farmers’ Bulletin 574.) 
Natural and Artificial Incubation of Hens’ Eggs. (Farmers’ Bulletin 585.) 
Natural and Artificial Brooding of Chickens. (Farmers’ Bulletin 624.) 
A Simple Trap Nest for Poultry. (Farmers’ Bulletin 682.) 
The Community Egg Circle. (Farmers’ Bulletin 656.) 
Squab Raising. (Farmers’ Bulletin 684.) 
Duck Raising. (Farmers’ Bulletin 697.) 
Goose Raising. (Farmers’ Bulletin 767.) 
Turkey Raising. (Farmers’ Bulletin 791.) 
Mites and Lice on Poultry. (Farmers’ Bulletin 801.) 
Standard Varieties of Chickens. I. The American Class. (Farmers’ Bulletin 
806. ) 
Shipping Eggs by Parcel Post. (Farmers’ Bulletin 830.) 
The Guinea Fowl. (Farmers’ Bulletin 858.) 
Back-Yard Poultry Keeping. (Farmers’ Bulletin 889.) 
Important Poultry Diseases. (Farmers’ Bulletin 957.) 
Illustrated Poultry Primer. (Farmers’ Bulletin 1040.) 
Standard Varieties of Chickens. III. The Asiatic, English, and French Classes, 
(Farmers’ Bulletin 1052.) 
Feeding Hens for Egg Production. (Farmers’ Bulletin 1067.) 
How to Kill and Bleed Market Poultry. (Bureau of Chemistry Circular 61, 
revised. ) 


FOR SALE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, GOVERN- 
MENT PRINTING OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


The Commercial Fattening of Poultry. (Department Bulletin 21.) Price, 10 
cents. 

The Food Value and Uses of Poultry. (Department Bulletin 457.) Price, 5 
cents. é 

Lessons on Poultry for Rural Schools. (Department Bulletin 464.) Price, 10 
cents. 

Eggs and Their Value as Food. (Department Bulletin 471.) Price, 5 cents. 

Feed Cost of Egg Production. (Department Bulletin 561.) Price, 10 cents. 

Fattening Poultry. (Bureau of Animal Industry Bulletin 140.) Price, 10 cents. 

The Improvement of the Farm Egg. (Bureau of Animal Industry Bulletin 141.) 
Price, 10 cents. 

The Care of the Farm Egg. (Bureau of Animal Industry Bulletin 160.) Price, 
15 cents. 

A System of Poultry Accounting. (Bureau of Animal Industry Circular 176.) 
Price, 5 cents. 

27 








